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Overview	  

*  Bridge	  to	  Independence	  

*  Affordable	  Care	  Act	  

*  Practical	  implications	  



*  LB	  216	  

*  Extended	  services	  and	  support	  to	  age	  21	  for	  youth	  
aging	  out	  of	  foster	  care	  

*  Extended	  adoption/guardianship	  subsidies	  

Bridge	  to	  Independence	  



1.	  Adjudicated	  under	  43-‐247(3)(a)	  

2.	  In	  an	  out-‐of-‐home	  placement	  at	  19	  or	  discharged	  to	  
independent	  living	  	  
	  
3.	  Education/work	  requirement	  

Eligibility	  Requirements	  



*  Completing	  secondary	  education	  	  
*  Enrolled	  in	  post-‐secondary	  education	  
*  Employed	  at	  least	  80	  hours	  per	  month	  
*  Participating	  in	  a	  program/activity	  to	  remove	  barriers	  
to	  employment	  
*  Unable	  to	  do	  any	  of	  the	  above	  due	  to	  a	  medical	  
condition	  	  

Education	  and	  Employment	  
Requirements	  



*  Medical	  care	  

*  Continued	  foster	  care	  maintenance	  payments	  for	  
housing	  support	  	  

*  Case	  management	  services	  	  
	  
	  

Extended	  Services	  



*  Voluntary	  services	  and	  support	  agreement	  

*  Young	  adults	  can	  opt	  in	  and	  opt	  out	  at	  any	  time	  after	  
turning	  19	  and	  before	  turning	  21	  

*  Information	  provided	  to	  young	  adults	  in	  foster	  care	  at	  
age	  16	  and	  every	  year	  thereafter	  

Obtaining	  Services	  



*  Bridge	  to	  Independence	  file	  	  

*  Review	  voluntary	  services	  &	  support	  agreement	  and	  
make	  a	  best	  interests	  determination	  

*  Annual	  age-‐appropriate	  permanency	  reviews	  

*  Appointment	  of	  client-‐directed	  attorney	  	  
	  

Court’s	  Role	  



	  
*  Evaluate	  progress	  toward	  case	  goals	  identified	  in	  
voluntary	  services	  and	  support	  agreement	  

*  Collaborative	  review	  	  

Case	  Reviews	  



*  Adopted	  at	  age	  16	  or	  older	  and	  meeting	  one	  of	  the	  
education/employment	  requirements	  

*  Received	  extended	  adoption	  subsidies	  and	  Medicaid	  
to	  age	  21	  

Extended	  Adoption	  Assistance	  



Extended	  Guardianship	  Assistance	  

*  Entered	  guardianship	  
agreement	  at	  age	  16	  or	  
older	  with	  licensed	  
relative	  	  
*  Eligible	  for	  extended	  

guardianship	  assistance	  
and	  Medicaid	  up	  to	  age	  21	  

*  Entered	  guardianship	  
agreement	  at	  age	  16	  or	  
older	  NOT	  with	  licensed	  
relative	  	  
*  Extended	  guardianship	  

assistance	  to	  extent	  
possible	  with	  existing	  
funds	  	  



*  For	  caseworkers	  
*  Must	  inform	  young	  adults	  of	  program	  	  

*  For	  attorneys	  
*  Young	  adults	  can	  be	  appointed	  an	  attorney	  if	  they	  wish	  
*  GAL	  can	  continue	  in	  position	  
*  Client-‐directed	  relationship	  	  

*  For	  the	  court	  
*  New	  file	  for	  young	  adults	  	  
*  Annual	  permanency	  reviews	  	  
*  Additional	  hearings	  at	  young	  adult’s	  request	  
*  Informal	  and	  age-‐appropriate	  

B2I:	  What	  to	  Know	  



*  Former	  Foster	  Care	  Child:	  mandatory	  Medicaid	  coverage	  
*  are	  under	  26	  years	  of	  age;	  
*  are	  not	  described	  in	  or	  enrolled	  under	  any	  [other	  mandatory	  

category]	  or	  are	  [otherwise	  eligible	  under	  another	  category]	  
but	  have	  income	  that	  exceeds	  the	  level	  of	  income	  applicable	  
under	  the	  State	  plan	  for	  eligibility;	  

*  were	  in	  foster	  care	  under	  the	  responsibility	  of	  the	  State	  on	  
the	  date	  of	  attaining	  18	  years	  of	  age	  or	  such	  higher	  age	  as	  the	  
State	  has	  elected;	  and	  

*  were	  enrolled	  in	  the	  State	  plan	  under	  this	  title	  or	  under	  a	  
waiver	  of	  the	  plan	  while	  in	  such	  foster	  care.	  

Affordable	  Care	  Act	  



*  In	  foster	  care	  
*  24-‐hour	  substitute	  care	  for	  children	  placed	  away	  from	  their	  

parents	  or	  guardians	  and	  for	  whom	  the	  title	  IV-‐E	  agency	  has	  
placement	  and	  care	  responsibility	  

*  Does	  not	  include	  guardianship	  	  
*  Under	  the	  responsibility	  of	  the	  state	  
*  Optional	  to	  cover	  young	  adults	  from	  other	  states	  

*  On	  the	  date	  of	  attaining	  
*  Point-‐in-‐time	  test	  

*  Or	  such	  higher	  age	  as	  State	  has	  elected	  	  

“In	  foster	  care	  under	  the	  responsibility	  of	  the	  State	  
on	  the	  date	  of	  attaining	  18	  years	  of	  age	  or	  such	  higher	  

age	  as	  the	  State	  has	  elected.”	  	  



*  Closing	  a	  case	  before	  the	  applicable	  birthday	  
	  
*  Guardianship	  agreements	  
	  
*  Potential	  effect	  of	  moving	  	  

ACA:	  What	  to	  Know	  



*  hearmyvoice.throughtheeyes.org	  (Coming	  Soon)	  
*  B2I	  Youth	  Court	  Form	  	  
	  	  

*  neappleseed.org/b2i	  

Further	  Resources	  


